agitation; the introduction of civil marriage, secular school-inspec-
tion, the " cultural examination " in German, history, philosophy,
and the classics for clergy, and, finally, the dissolution of the
Jesuit Order and other congregations. The clergy talked of Nero
and Diocletian, and Bismarck delivered his famous mot on
Canossa; in 1873 Kullmann, a Catholic cooper's apprentice, made
an attempt on his life. The conflict reached its climax in 1875,
when the so-called Sperrgesetz enacted that all parishes and bish-
oprics that did not explicitly bind themselves to obey the Govern-
ment should be deprived of state aid.

Pio Nono had called Bismarck a Protestant Philip, but the
Chancellor was neither an unpractical Habsburger nor a crazy
Spaniard. He bowed to the force of the fact that (as he afterwards
put it) the Centre was an " invincible tower " and that one could
not govern contrary to the conscience of two fifths of the popula-
tion. The change in the Papacy which occurred in 1878 made
reconciliation easier. Bit by bit the anti-Catholic restrictions were
removed, and all that remained unchanged of the essential rulings
was state inspection of schools and obligatory civil marriage.
The          This same year in which Bismarck was forced to give way on

questions of decisive home policy brought him a great triumph in
the domain of foreign affairs. It was under his presidency that the
Congress of the great powers met in Berlin in June 1878 to con-
clude the sixth Russo-Turkish war. In 1875 insurrection had
broken out in Herzegovina. In an appeal to the powers the rebels
proclaimed that the ray ah, the Christian of the Ottoman Empire,
had up till then been " a dumb creature," " lower than the animal,
born to eternal slavery," and that they were now determined to
fight for freedom or die to the last man. They asked for complete
religious liberty, the right to give evidence in law-courts, a definite
assessment of taxes, the abolition of the land-tax (which, as in
pre-Revolutionary France, had led to great oppression), and the
possibility of acquiring land of their own. The Bulgarians also
revolted. The ghastly horrors that the Sultan's irregular troops
practised upon them were exposed by Gladstone in fiery speeches
and writings in which, after the good old English tradition, Chris-
tian humanity and political business instinct were the concurrent
motives. For the British Eastern policy had undergone a very
significant change: the principle of Turkey's integrity (at least
in its former unqualified sense) had been given up, because the
annexation of Egypt had now for some time been in prospect, this
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